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THE LAW OF FAITH
Clay Bond

INTRODUCTION1

The Law of Christ, the study in which we are engaged in this year’s
lectureship is one needed by our brethren, and the religious world at
large. Most in the religious world fail to understand the harmony that
exists between grace, love, faith, law and works. There are many who
fail to even understand the difference between Mosaic Law and the
Law of Christ. As we diligently study God’s Word, keep this truth in
the back of your mind: “God is not the author of confusion, but of
peace” (1 Cor.14:33). Jesus said: “[Y]e shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free” (Jn. 8:32). We can know the truth in the
subject before us if we will search the Scriptures (Acts 17:11).

In this chapter, “The Law of Faith” will be considered. In Romans
3:27, Paul wrote: “Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law?
of works? Nay: but by the law of faith (emphasis added).”

THE UNIVERSALITY OF SIN
Sinfulness Of The Gentiles

In Romans chapters one through three, Paul shows that both
Gentile and Jew stand in need of salvation. In chapter one, he sets forth
the sinfulness of the Gentiles (vv. 18-32). He shows that their thoughts
and their actions were not right with God. He explains they were “filled
with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity;
whisperers, Backbiters, haters of God” (Rom. 1:29-30). He wants
Gentiles to realize that such a lifestyle brings condemnation and
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spiritual death (Rom. 1:32). Paul proves his point that the Gentiles have
sinned and are in need of salvation.
Sinfulness Of The Jews

The Jews had no problem admitting that the Gentiles were sinners
and in need of salvation. However, they were confident that they were
the shining light to guide and instruct the sinful Gentiles. What the
Jews failed to recognize, and what they would be unwilling to admit,
was that they were just as guilty as the Gentiles—they needed God’s
saving grace, too. So, in Romans chapter two, Paul points out that the
Jews were inexcusable because they did the same things they con-
demned in others (Rom. 2:1). In two chapters, Paul sets forth the
universality of sin. Both, Jews and Gentiles alike, stand in need of the
salvation that can only come through faith in and obedience to the
Gospel.
Sinfulness Of All Men

Paul, being a Jew (Phil. 3:5), would be able to anticipate the
questions the Jews would have after reading the beginning of his letter.
Thus, in chapter three, Paul begins to answer the questions that might
be raised by Jewish brethren.2

The first question the Jews might raise is: “Is there any advantage
in being a Jew?” Paul answers that question in the affirmative. The
Jews had a great advantage because they were given the law, i.e., “the
oracles of God” (Rom. 3:1-2). These sacred records revealed the great
truths concerning man’s origin, his fall, and the promised Messiah.3

The second question Paul anticipates is: “Does the unfaithfulness
of the Jews negate the promises of God?” Paul had just pointed out
with substantial evidence that the Jews did not keep the law and were
therefore unfaithful to God. The Jews would infer from this that God
failed. Countering that assumption, Paul makes it clear that God did not
fail in the keeping of His promises. The fact that mankind might not
believe in God and in His plan of righteousness does not make God a
failure. Paul has the answer to their question: “[L]et God be true”
(Rom. 3:4).

Paul stresses the fact that both Gentile and Jew need to obey the
Gospel in order to obtain salvation. The fact that many of the Jews
rejected the Gospel through unbelief did not negate God’s redemptive
plan for saving mankind. Paul’s point is loud and clear—the Gospel is
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God’s power to save. The Jew could refuse it and be lost, but if they
would be saved, they would be saved by accepting the Gospel.

The third question that might arise amongst the Jews is this: “If our
unrighteousness makes God look good, why is He going to punish
unrighteousness” (Rom. 3:5-8)? The Jews might reason that they
should be praised for their unrighteousness because they were making
God look good. Thus, they might question: “Why is God going to take
vengeance on us if we do not obey the Gospel?” The problem was that
they were unwilling to accept the fact that they needed to obey the
Gospel. Showing them how foolish their reasoning was, Paul wants to
know why they judged him as a sinner; why do they want him
punished? If the Jews thought he was preaching a lie, should not his
unrighteousness (his lie) also make God look good? Paul’s point is that
man does God no favors by becoming involved in sin. Jews are no
better than the Gentiles—both are under sin. The guilt of sin is
universal. It does not matter who you are, where you are from or from
whom you descended, all are under the bondage of sin (Rom. 3:9). In
the same chapter Paul affirms: “For all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). God will punish those who do not obey
the Gospel (2 Thess.1:7-9).

When it comes to sin, mankind is on common ground. We have all
sinned and stand in need of salvation. Before a person can ever be
saved, he must recognize that he is lost and needs to be healed. We are
all in need of salvation. This attitude is seen in David’s words: “[H]eal
my soul; for I have sinned against thee” (Ps. 41:4).

GOD’S ANSWER TO MAN’S NEED FOR SALVATION
Having successfully proven that both Jew and Gentile are under the

bondage of sin and stand in need of justification, Paul begins to
establish that God’s answer for man’s need of salvation is the Gospel.
The Gospel is good news, but it implies some bad news. The bad news
is that we have all sinned. The good news of the Gospel is the salvation
which is in Christ Jesus. Paul wants his hearers to grasp this truth. So,
at the beginning of his letter, he declares: “I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the
righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The
just shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:16-17). From Romans chapter three to
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the close of chapter five, Paul shows how the Gospel is God’s answer
to the universal need for salvation.4

The Jews were under the impression that they were not the ones
who needed salvation. When Jesus taught the Jews the truth and how
the truth will set them free, their response was to remind Jesus that they
were the seed of Abraham and to claim that they were never in bondage
to anyone. The Pharisee speaks volumes on the topic of Jewish self-
righteousness with the simple phrase: “I am not as other men are” (Lk.
18:11). Remember, the Jews were convinced that they were a “a guide
of the blind, a light of them which are in darkness” (Rom. 2:19). Paul
set the record straight in chapter two; the Jews were just as guilty as the
Gentiles and needed to obey the Gospel.

Another misconception Jews had was that the Old Law could
justify the unrighteous. Those were the Judaizers who were going
around teaching and binding circumcision upon the Gentiles. They
insisted that unless Gentiles kept the Law of Moses, they could not be
saved (Acts 15). They taught that justification was through law
keeping, and of course, there could be no greater law than that given by
Moses. Actually, they understood neither what they were saying nor
what they were affirming (1 Tim. 1:7). They were hindering others
because of their ignorance of the Scriptures (Mt. 22:29). Paul will shed
some light on their ignorance.

First of all, Paul makes it clear that no one could be justified by the
works of the law (Rom. 3:20-30). Paul uses the word “law” nine times
in those eleven verses. Since this is the case, it must be asked: “What
is meant by the word ‘law’ in those verses?” According to Vine, the
Greek word nomos, translated “law” in the New Testament, used in the
general sense, as in Romans 2:12-13 is, “a law expressing a general
principle relating to law.”5 McClintock and Strong said:

The sense of the word, however, extends its scope, and assumes
a more abstract character in the writings of the apostle Paul.
Nomos, when used by him with the article, still refers in general
to the law of Moses; but when used without the article, so as to
embrace any manifestation of “law,” it includes all powers
which act on the will of man by compulsion, or by the expres-
sion of external motives, whether their commands be or be not
expressed in definite forms.6

Brother V.E. Howard says:
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The law (in the Greek: nomas ) is one of the most important
terms in Paul’s epistle to the Galatians. He uses the word law
some 32 times in this brief letter. The meaning of the term is
clearly defined in Galatians 3:17, where the law is identified
with the Mosaic code of spiritual, moral and ceremonial princi-
ples, given four hundred and thirty years after the time of
Abraham. In those passages where the word law is accompanied
by the definite article, it refers to the Jewish law, as it is written
in the Old Testament. However, the term is also used without the
article, chiefly in certain phrases which convey specialized
meaning. Law, then, without the article, refers to the system of
thought, or the code of action involved, rather than to a specific
written document.7

Paul also uses the term “law” throughout the New Testament to
contrast the new Law of Christ with the old Law of Moses (e.g. Heb.
7:12; 10:1). Paul is on a mission to show his Hebrew brethren that the
Law of Moses could not justify (Acts 13:39). In his letter to the
brethren at Galatia, Paul deals with the same doctrinal matters as he
does in his letter to the Romans. The brethren at Galatia were turning
from the “grace of Christ unto another gospel” (Gal. 1:6). They had
been doing so well (Gal. 5:7), and Paul wants to know who has
bewitched them (Gal. 3:1). To get them to see their foolishness, he
asks: “Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing
of faith” (Gal. 3:2)? By reverting back to the Law of Moses, they were
frustrating the grace of God. If the Old Law could justify, Paul said,
Christ died in vain (Gal. 2:21). In fact, Paul explains that the person
who goes back to and tries to be justified through the Old Law is under
a curse, saying: “[I]t is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not
in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. But
that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident”
(Gal. 3:10-11). These two contexts really go hand in hand. Those who
wanted to keep the Old Law were under a curse and stood in sharp
contrast to those enjoying liberty and justification by the Gospel (Gal.
5:13). The Old Law could not justify because no one could keep it
perfectly—“it was weak through the flesh” (Rom. 8:3). The Law of
Moses, and by implication any system of “law keeping,” cannot justify.
Man cannot devise his own law system, a meritorious system by which
he can save himself.8 Paul has successfully shown this to be true with
both the Gentile and the Jew (Rom. 1-2).
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When it comes to law keeping, both Jew and Gentile become guilty
before God (Rom. 3:19). Since one cannot be justified by the works of
the law, it was necessary for God to devise, carry out and reveal to man
a system by which he could be justified. What is that system which
makes reconciliation between sinful man and his Creator possible? It
is none other than the glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ. While works of
the law cannot justify, the Gospel can. The Gospel is God’s answer for
man’s need of salvation. The Gospel revealed God’s plan of righteous-
ness (Rom. 1:17). The righteousness of God, man’s justification
through faith in the Gospel was to be realized apart from the Law of
Moses, though witnessed by the law and prophets (Rom. 3:21). In
1 Peter, Peter characterized our salvation as the theme of the prophetic
message of the Old Testament (1:10). One of the clearest and best
known examples of that prophetic message is found in Jeremiah 31:31-
34.

Yes, man has the propensity to sin, but our loving Creator and God
has the desire to save. How can a righteous God save sinful man? Paul
answers that He does so through “the righteousness of God which is by
faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe” (Rom.
3:22). Certainly, no one deserves this scheme of redemption. God is
not, nor has He ever been, obligated to provide a means of salvation.
But He has, and for that all men everywhere ought to be grateful.

Now, let us see what Paul says about the means by which we can
obtain righteousness.9 Beginning in Romans 3:23 and going through
verse twenty-five, Paul reminds us that we have all sinned. He does not
want us to lose sight of the problem. Man has a problem with sin, but
God provides the remedy. The remedy for sin is God’s grace. God and
His grace is the source of our salvation: “For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). Notice that salvations
is, “Not of works”—whether of law or of merit, no one can be justified
by meritorious works. If they could do so, they would have something
about which to boast. This is what makes our salvation so wonderful.
We do not deserve it and so thanks be unto God for His unspeakable
gift (2 Cor. 9:15). Titus was told: “For the grace of God that bringeth
salvation hath appeared to all men” (Tit. 2:11). Where there is grace
and peace, salvation will follow. Grace is God’s unmerited favor
toward mankind. Because of this grace, Christ willingly endured the
cross, shed His blood and died to make man’s salvation possible.
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Grace can be defined as God’s riches at Christ’s expense. Thus, we
can be justified freely by God’s grace through the redemption that is in
Christ (Rom. 3:24). Salvation is a gift in the sense that God was not
obligated to provide it.10 Our redemption, however, had a price. “For ye
are bought with a price” (1 Cor. 6:20). The price that was paid for our
redemption was “the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot” (1 Pet. 1:19). In Romans, Paul ties grace,
redemption, propitiation and remission of sins to Christ and His blood
(3:24, 25). Salvation is only in Christ Jesus (Acts 4:12).

While redemption has to do with the price that was paid to release
us from the bondage of sin, the word “propitiation” (Rom. 3:25) means
mercy seat. “Moses Lard renders this verse, whom God has set forth as
an atoning sacrifice.”11 The word “propitiation” carries several ideas.
First of all, it carries the idea of appeasement. Christ’s sacrifice
appeased the judicial wrath of God, which has been revealed against all
ungodliness (Rom. 1:18). Propitiation also suggests the satisfaction of
justice (2 Cor. 5:21).

Finally, the result of propitiation is reconciliation to God.12

Redemption, propitiation, remission of sins and justification are based
on God’s grace and is obtained by man through faith in Christ and His
Gospel, which is God’s power to save. If a law, on its own, could have
given life Paul says, “verily righteousness should have been by the
law” (Gal. 3:21). The law could not give life because no one could keep
it perfectly. Therefore, the Scriptures conclude that all are guilty, all are
“under sin” (v. 22). The Jews of the first century, and still many (Jew
and Gentile alike) today fail to understand the purpose of the Old Law.

When we search the Scriptures, we learn that the law was added
because of sin (Gal. 3:19), and that the law gave knowledge of sin
(Rom. 3:20). For example, Paul wrote that he would not have known
sin except by the law (Rom. 7:7). Once a Jew violated the law he was
guilty before God (Jas. 2:10), and would find himself in a wretched
state. You see, the law could show him his sin, but was powerless to
remove it.

The law would also be that schoolmaster, or tutor that would lead
us to Christ “that we might be justified by faith” (Gal. 3:24; cf. Rom.
3:24), and not by works of the law (Rom. 3:20). In Romans 3:27, Paul
questions who has the right to boast? Where are the grounds for
boasting? This should have been a wake up call for the Jews. They
boasted that they were of Abraham’s seed. They boasted that they were
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called Jews. They even boasted that they were given the Old Law! Paul
had shown that neither Jew nor Gentile has any grounds for boasting.
All boasting is excluded. It is excluded based on what Paul taught in
the previous verses about justification. Therefore, all glorying on man’s
part is eliminated. One cannot be justified by law because no one can
keep law perfectly. We cannot merit our salvation. “The law is not the
means of justification. The means of justification is faith in God.”13

Therefore, Paul concludes that a person is justified by faith in the
Gospel, and not by works of the law (Rom. 3:28).

This justification through faith is the proposition with which Paul
began (Rom. 1:16-17). He has proven that his proposition is true, and
that there are no grounds for boasting.

I believe it is noteworthy that Paul refers to the Gospel as the “law
of faith” (Rom. 3:27). Throughout the Scriptures, God uses accommo-
dative language to help us understand His will.

For example, the Lord’s Church is described as a vineyard (Mt.
20), a family (1 Tim. 3), a kingdom (Mt. 16), an army (Eph. 6), and a
body (Eph. 4). Why? Our God is helping us to understand the nature of
the church. The vineyard helps mankind to understand the work that is
to take place in the church. The family helps us understand the
relationship that we have with one another. The kingdom helps us to
understand that we are under the rule of one King. The army helps us
to understand the spiritual warfare that is taking place. The body helps
us see the singularity of the church.

The Holy Spirit uses the same teaching method in revealing to us
the nature of the Gospel. The power of God unto salvation is referred
to in many ways throughout the Scriptures (Rom. 1:16).

The Gospel is described as the “perfect law of liberty” (Jas. 1:25)
because it has the power to liberate or free us from the bondage of sin.
The Gospel is referred to as the “law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2; cf. 1 Cor.
9:21) because it is indeed His Gospel and contains that to which
mankind is now accountable. Jesus was the one who shed His blood on
the cross, and therefore, the Gospel is the everlasting covenant that has
been sealed by the blood of Christ (Mt. 26:28; Heb.13:20). The Gospel
is described as the “law of the Spirit” (Rom. 8:2) to help us to under-
stand the Holy Spirit’s work in revealing the Gospel. Finally, the
Gospel is described as the “law of faith” (Rom. 3:27), or simply “the
faith” (Acts 6:7; Ju. 3).
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A consideration of this context, and why Paul describes the Gospel
as the “law of faith,” leaves one very powerfully impressed. Paul has
proven that all have sinned and stand in need of the Gospel, God’s
power to save. He has also proven that a person cannot be saved, or
justified by law keeping. “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall
no flesh be justified in his sight” (Rom. 3:20). He then sets forth an
exposition of this new system, and its relation to the law. From all that
he had said to this point, the conclusion Paul wanted his readers to
reach is that person is justified by faith, apart from the works of law
(Rom. 3:28). He refers to the Gospel as the “law of faith” because he
wants us to better understand the nature of the Gospel.

The Jews needed to realize that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is a
system of faith that produces faith in hearers. He stated this at the
beginning of this epistle (Rom. 1:16-17). The Gospel entails how Jesus
died for our sins, that He was buried and on the third day rose again
(1 Cor. 15:1-4). In this letter to the Romans, Paul also shows that grace,
redemption, propitiation, remission of sins are in Christ and not in law
keeping (3:21-27).

When we hear the good news of all that Christ has done for us, we
must unite it with faith, believing in Christ (Jn. 8:24). We must repent
of our sin (Lk.13:3), confess that Christ is the Son of God (Rom.
10:10), and be baptized for the remission of our sins (Acts 2:28). This
done, we are justified by faith. We have not obeyed the Law of Moses
for none of these items are found therein. And, we have not obeyed a
man-made system of meritorious works, for these commands were not
revealed by the will of man. We have obeyed the law of faith. Our faith
is then counted for righteousness (Rom. 4:5). This is God’s plan of
righteousness, a system of faith that produces faith in an individual
(Rom. 1:16-17). This is why Paul refers to the Gospel as “the law of
faith” (Rom. 3:27).

We know this to be the case because in chapter four of his letter to
the Romans, Paul turns to Abraham, the hero of Judaism, who was
himself justified by a system of faith. Paul establishes that a system of
faith that will justify is not something new. This really should have
been something that these Jews could easily comprehend. After all,
under the Law of Moses the just were to live by faith (Hab. 2:4). The
Old Law was a system of faith even though it was not adequate to save.
It was a system based upon the blood of bulls and goats that could not
take away sin (Heb.10:4). The Mosaic system of faith could only save
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in that it looked forward to the full forgiveness offered through the
cross. If the Jews kept the Law of Moses by faith in God’s redemptive
plan, they would receive forgiveness of sins (Rom. 3:25). Had those of
Paul’s day understood this, they would have allowed the Law of Moses
to lead them to Christ and His sacrifice that could remit sin.

The problem, however, was Jewish attempts to turn the Old Law
into a system, not of faith, but of merit and thereby to be justified. Due
to sin, man cannot possibly save himself through law-keeping. Again,
“all have sinned” (Rom. 3:23), and once we have sinned—even a single
“little” sin—there is no means whereby we may un-sin ourselves. It is
only through faith in Christ and His Gospel that sin’s stain can be
removed.

In Romans 5, Paul shows the benefit that we receive through faith,
and what an amazing benefit it is—“[P]eace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1). God’s answer for man’s need of salvation
from sin is the Gospel, the Law of Faith.

THE GOSPEL IS STILL GOD’S ANSWER TODAY
While 2,000 years has passed since Paul wrote his epistle to the

Romans, the truths it contains remain as valid as when he, by inspira-
tion, wrote them. Man’s propensity to sin still exists, therefore, man is
still in need of salvation. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is still God’s
answer for modern man’s sin problem. Mankind still needs to hear that
our sins have separated us from God our Creator (Isa. 59:1-2), that no
nation or people stands more-or-less in need of God’s grace, and that
God in His great mercy has devised a plan for our salvation. We still
need to hear the good news about how Jesus Christ died for our sins,
was buried and rose again on the third day. This is not a dead message,
but one full of power. It is not ancient, but eternal, and it remains so
powerful that the one who hears it and unites it with faith—believing
in the Christ, and repenting of his sins, confessing the precious name
of Jesus and being baptized for the remission of sins—will be saved.
Faith in Christ and His Gospel is still the only way that a person can be
saved, justified. God’s plan has not changed, nor will it, we must
believe.

While the message has not changed, many have attempted to
change it. Paul had to make a defense against those who were trying to
teach justification through law-keeping. Today, we have to make a
defense against those who want to teach that justification or salvation
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is through “faith only” (i.e., mental acknowledgment and acceptance
only). This is not what the Scriptures teach. Neither Paul nor any other
inspired writer ever taught that one is saved by “faith only.” This is
certainly far from what Paul firmly asserts in his letter to the Romans,
particularly the section under consideration (3:27).

Recall that in Romans 4, Paul uses Abraham as an example of one
who was justified by faith and not by works of law (Rom. 4:2). Yet, we
see in the Biblical record that Abraham demonstrated a live, active,
obedient faith. His justification did not come through perfect law
keeping, but through faith that the God of heaven and earth would
remain true to His Word. How would you describe Abraham’s faith?
Was it purely mental assent? Did Abraham receive God’s commands
and promises, believe that they were indeed from God and through
“faith only,” receive justification. Certainly not! Abraham is a hero of
faith because he rendered faithful obedience and service to God (Heb.
11:8, 17). It was his faithful obedience to God’s commands that
brought about his justification. Abraham was not justified by perfect
law-keeping, neither was he justified by mental acceptance of God.
When God instructed Abraham to leave his homeland (Gen. 12), to take
four animals and divide them asunder (Gen. 15), or to offer his own son
as a sacrifice (Gen. 22), Abraham responded with obedience. Abraham
“believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him for righteousness”
(Gen.15:6). Also, God said of Abraham, he “obeyed my voice, and kept
my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws” (Gen. 26:5).

Many would say that these verses are contradictory. As is so often
the case, careful study shows that there is no contradiction in these
matters, but instead, perfect harmony. On each occasion when God
spoke to Abraham, Abraham believed, faith was produced (Rom.
10:17), and obedience followed. Abraham’s belief in God was
demonstrated by his faithful obedience, and this faith was counted for
righteousness (Rom. 10:5). The Gospel or “Good News” is God’s
message to man. Abraham thought God’s message to him was to be
acted upon. Why should we assume anything different relative to God’s
message to us?

Often proponents of the “faith only” doctrine assert that those who
approach God in faithful obedience are attempting to “earn” salvation.
Let me state clearly, God does not owe salvation to any single
individual or to mankind as a whole. We have done nothing to deserve
salvation, nor can we ever. Our Lord addressed this when He said that
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we are to count ourselves “unprofitable servants,” even if we could do
all that we are commanded (Lk. 17:10). It is God’s grace that brings
salvation (Tit. 2:11), and it is “the word of his grace” (Acts 20:32) that
teaches us how God’s grace may be accessed. Just as each of the heroes
of faith did, we must access God’s grace by our faith (Rom. 5:1-2).

Is it “faith only” or is it “faithful obedience” that accesses God’s
saving grace? Can my belief in the one true God of the Bible and His
Son, Jesus Christ, save me, even if I choose not to obey His Word? We
must allow the Scriptures to answer these spiritual questions.

Paul gave thanks to God for the brethren at Rome because their
faith had been talked about throughout the whole world (Rom. 1:8).
Further, Paul said he received grace for obedience to the faith (1:5). He
mentions obedient faith again when he writes: “But God be thanked,
that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that
form of doctrine which was delivered you” (Rom. 6:17). These verses
provide a clear picture of the kind of faith that Paul and the brethren at
Rome had. They displayed the same obedient faith in God that
Abraham had. It is also clear from these passages that the way we
access to the grace of God is by obedience to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.

Most agree that the Gospel must be heard, for a man cannot believe
that which he has never heard (Rom. 10:14). Most would agree that
once heard, the Gospel message must be united with faith (Heb. 11:6;
Jn. 8:24). The usual perception is that these demand no action on the
part of the hearer and/or believer. Many think of faith as a passive
thing, yet faith is, in reality, an action on our part! Because of the
misconception about this, most do not accept the fact that the com-
mands that follow faith are obligatory. In their thinking, they do not
want to be guilty of attempting to “earn” salvation. Did you earn
salvation by choosing to believe the Gospel message? Most would
answer with an emphatic, “NO!” How then will you earn it by obeying
the commands to repent of past sins, confess the name of Christ or be
baptized for the remission of your sins? The one who obeys God’s
commands is the one who has accessed the grace of God by faith.
Simple mental acceptance of the facts that God is and that salvation is
found only in His Son does not grant access the grace of God, neither
can it justify, it is dead (Jas. 2:17).

Throughout his epistle, James shows it to be the case that God
expects something of His people. He specifically addresses faith issues
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in James 2:14-26. Studying this context, we find plain teaching that one
cannot be saved by “faith only” (2:24). A faith that will not obey God
is dead and cannot justify. James writes that just as the body without
the spirit is dead, so faith without works (obedience) is dead (Jas. 2:26).
The “faith only” doctrine teaches a dead faith—one that cannot justify,
one that cannot save, one that cannot reconcile a sinner to his Creator.
It is dead!

As we study God’s Word, it is important to recognize that the word
“works” can be used in different ways. Again, God is not the author of
confusion (1 Cor. 14:33), therefore, Scripture does not contradict itself.
“Works” is used in God’s Word to describe both meritorious works
(Rom. 4:2-4) and faithful obedience or works of God’s righteousness.
Peter was referring to works of God’s righteousness when he declared:
“Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: But in every
nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with
him” (Acts 10:34-35, emphasis added). To the brethren at Galatia, Paul
wrote: “For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor
uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love” (Gal. 5:6). Obvi-
ously, the word “work” in its various forms can be used to describe
one’s foolish attempts at self-justification or to one’s obedience to
God’s commands.

The works which refer to perfect law keeping in Romans stand in
sharp contrast to the works discussed by James (cf. Rom. 4 and Jas. 2).
Paul taught that Abraham was not justified through the keeping of the
law, but that did not diminish the importance and necessity of his
obedience. James taught that Abraham was justified by his works of
obedience, but that did not diminish the necessity of his faith. Would
Abraham’s works have saved him apart from his faith? Would Abra-
ham’s faith have saved him apart from works? The answer to those
questions should be clear. Man cannot be justified through the works
of law, nor can he be justified by faith only. Man can only be justified
by the Gospel system of faith, which in the tender heart produces the
obedient faith whereby the grace of God that brings salvation is
accessed.

That said, it is also important to realize that the Gospel does not
void law but establishes law (Rom. 3:31). The New Testament, the
Gospel, is the Law of Christ (1 Cor. 9:21). Just as with the old law, the
Law of Christ must be approached in faith. The keeping of its com-
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mands will not save in the absence of faith. Without faith it is impossi-
ble to please God (Heb. 11:6).

Faithfulness to the Gospel is essential. A Christian cannot live any
way he chooses (Gal. 5:17). A Christian’s life is to be governed by
God’s law (i.e., the Gospel). This is why it is important for Christians
to grow spiritually after they are converted (2 Pet. 3:18). Otherwise, we
will not further develop our ability to more acutely discern the between
right and wrong, good and evil (Heb. 5:11-14). Paul encourages
Christians throughout his epistles to be faithful to the Gospel (Phil.
1:27). Christians are to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this
world (Tit. 2:12). We are to live in the world, but we are not to be of
the world. A Christian must endeavor to keep himself unspotted from
the world (Jas. 1:27), and he must not be conformed to the world (Rom.
12:1-2).

When we conform ourselves to the law of faith, people may think
that we are strange and different (1 Pet. 4:4). We are different—we are
the children of God, and as such we are to live as His obedient children
(Eph. 5:1). We have been called out of darkness (1 Pet. 2:9) to walk in
the light (1 Jn. 1:7) by Christ’s glorious Gospel (2 Thess. 2:14). The
keeping of the law of faith is no easy task, but when we do so we avail
to ourselves the many great and precious promises contained therein
(2 Pet. 1:4).

CONCLUSION
Yes, in order for a man to be saved, God does have requirements.

He demands for men to obey, of which belief is only the first. He
requires that we be faithful to the Gospel (Mk. 16:15-16). He requires
that we live worthy of His calling (Eph. 4:1; 2 Thess. 2:14). He requires
that we be faithful to Him as long as we live (Rev. 2:10). He requires
much and His path is narrow (Mt. 7:14), but His rewards are greater
still (Rom. 8:16-18).

Let us be faithful, even unto death, so that we can receive that
crown Paul said awaits those who have fought the good fight, finished
their course, and kept the faith (2 Tim. 4:6-8). Be faithful to the Gospel
and it will save your soul. Be grateful to God for enacting a plan that
will provide for our redemption. The following quote seems to capture
the essence of what Paul describes in calling the Gospel “the law of
faith.” “In view of His wonderful grace how can we do anything other
than serve Him all the days of our life?”14
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